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1.0 EXPECTED OUTCOME 

1.1 To provide the Overview and Scrutiny Committee with an update on current 
projects and future developments in 2018/19 for the South Cumbria 
Community Safety Partnership (CSP). Members will have an appreciation that 
Cumbria is one of the safest counties in England, and within Cumbria, South 
Lakeland is one of the 2 safest Districts. Members will have a greater 
understanding of the work of the partnership and how the current priorities are 
being tackled within South Lakeland and Barrow. 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that Overview and Scrutiny:- 
(1) Receive and endorse the report, noting the contribution made 

through the CSP to the Council Plan target: “We will work with 
partners to reduce the number of people affected by domestic 
violence, alcohol related crime, substance misuse, anti-social 
behaviour and serious and organised crime through our excellent 
Community Safety Partnership work”. 

3.0 BACKGROUND AND PROPOSALS 

3.1 The South Cumbria CSP is an amalgamation of South Lakeland and Barrow 
CSP’s and was formally agreed on 25 January 2017. This now means 
Cumbria is covered by 3 CSP’S: South, West and North, each covering 2 
District areas. 

3.2 The CSP aims to reduce crime and enable local communities to remain safe 
and reassured, without fear or threat of crime. It does this through identifying 
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priorities (related to crime figures and trends, and the Police and Crime Plan) 
for its annual Partnership Plan. Sub-groups are convened to develop projects 
and actions.   

3.3 In 2017 the CSP agreed to focus on 2 priorities: Alcohol and violent crime/ 
sexual offences and online child sexual exploitation and staying safe. 

3.4 There are 4 joint meetings per annum, currently held in the Coronation Hall in 
Ulverston. The Chair is Councillor Brendan Sweeney (Deputy Leader of 
Barrow Borough Council) who was appointed in October 2016. The vice chair 
is Police Superintendent Rob O’Connor.  

3.5 There has been a focus on serious and organised crime at recent meetings 
with the Police providing verbal updates of the situation in South Cumbria, 
giving the opportunity for partners to be aware and work collaboratively where 
applicable.  

3.6 As well as 4 joint CSP meetings, there is a sub group, the South Cumbria 
Alcohol Strategy Group (meet quarterly) which is chaired by the Public 
Protection Manager from South Lakeland District Council. 

3.7 How safe is Cumbria? 
• The Cumbria Intelligence Observatory website publishes an annual 

strategic assessment of crime and community safety in Cumbria. This 
document informs the CSP Partnership Plan. The recent annual 
assessment for 2016-17 reveals the following: 

• Cumbria is a safe county compared to other areas of the country (Cumbria 
Constabulary). In contrast to the national picture, overall crime levels 
reduced in Cumbria in 2016-17 by -2.1% (-551) to 25,428 recorded 
offences compared to 25,979 in 2015-16. Barrow-in-Furness had the 
highest crime rate (66.6 per 1,000 population) and was the only district to 
show an increase (+2.0%) compared to the previous year. Cumbria’s rate 
for all crime has reduced by -1.1 to 51.1 per 1,000 and remains significantly 
below the rate for police recorded offences in England and Wales (74.6). 

• Cumbria Constabulary data for 18,279 victims of a range of crimes in 2016-
17 indicate that males and females aged between 18 and 30 years are the 
group most at risk of becoming a victim of crime. Data covering 7,451 
crimes indicate that offenders are most likely to be young males aged 18 to 
30, making up one third (32.4%) of all offenders for all crime. 

• Provisional data indicate there were 1,587 road casualties in 2016 in 
Cumbria, a reduction of -8.4% (-146) compared to 2015. All districts have 
seen a decrease, with the exception of Copeland (+6.4%; +15). 

3.8 The following statistics are from the Cumbria annual strategic 
assessment and highlight the notable trends in each District. South 
Lakeland (in 2016/17) compared to the other Cumbrian Districts has the: 

• Largest proportional increase (compared to other Districts) in theft of a 
motor vehicle 2016-17 (+51.4%; +19). 

• Largest proportional increase in criminal damage (including arson) 2016-17 
(+8.8%; +66); one of only two districts to see a significant increase. 
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• Second largest proportional increase in hate crime 2016-17 (+25.6%; +10), 
one of only two districts to see an increase. 

• Kendal Fell ward had the fifth highest rate for all crime (151.9 per 1,000) of 
all wards in 2016-17. 

• Kendal Fell ward had the fifth highest rate for anti-social behaviour in 2016-
17 (85.2 per 1,000). 

• Kendal Fell ward had the fifth highest rate for criminal damage (including 
arson) in 2016-17 (28.0 per 1,000). 

• Kendal Fell ward (Queens Road area) had a high number of accidental 
primary dwelling fires in 2016-17 (6). 

• Windermere Bowness South had the sixth highest rate for hate crime in 
2016-17 (2.2 per 1,000). 

• Alcohol-specific hospital admission episodes for those aged under 18 in 
2013-14 / 2015-16 (78.5 per 100,000) were significantly worse than the 
North West region (54.1). 

• Joint highest rate with Eden for KSI (Killed and Seriously Injured) on 
Cumbria’s roads in 2016 (0.7 per 1,000). 

Note: Kendal Fell and Windermere Bowness South include Kendal and 
Bowness Town Centres. 

3.9  Links between crime and deprivation are well documented - In total, over half 
of Cumbria’s 29 most deprived communities (55.2%; 16) are located within 
the 22 wards identified as being least safe. 

3.10 The wards in SLL which data suggest are least safe are shown below, and 
ranked for levels of deprivation in Cumbria (ranking is out of 166 wards, where 
1 is the most deprived. IMD = Indices of multiple deprivation). 
South Lakeland: 

• Ulverston Town (IMD rank 53rd) 

• Kendal Highgate (IMD rank 77th) 

• Kendal Fell (IMD rank 100th) 

• Windermere Bowness South (IMD rank 137th) 

• Kendal Mintsfeet (IMD rank 148th) 
3.11 When compared to national trends South Lakeland is a safe place to live. 

Crime figures for South Lakeland reveal the trends over 1 and 3 years 
(2014/15 to 2016/17). It should be noted that some of the increases in 
recorded crime are due to historical offences, improved recording and 
expanded offence coverage. The table below illustrates South Lakeland’s 
favourable performance compared to England and Wales where we have 
like for like figures. 
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Crime type 2014/

15 
2015/
16 

2016/
17 

% change 
3 years – 
South 
Lakeland 

% change 
1 year - 
South 
Lakeland 

England 
and 
Wales % 
change 
1 year 
(where 
statistics 
available) 

All Crime 3452 3954 3779 +9.5% -4.4% +10% 
Anti-social 
Behaviour 

2795 2028 1600 -42.8% -21.1% -1% 

Domestic 
abuse  

783 787 
 

850 +8.6% +8% +10.8% 

Criminal 
damage 
(including 
arson) 

698 751 817 +17% +8.8%  

Drug crime 
(trafficking 
and 
possession) 

154 151 
 

123 -20.1% -18.5%  

Violence 
against the 
person 
(alcohol) 

330 288 261 -20.9% -9.4%  

Burglary 
(dwelling) 
offences 

91 96 
 

92 +1.1% -4.2 +5.9% 

Sexual 
offences 

148 193 170 +14.9% -11.9% +14.1% 

Hate Crime 31 39 49 +58.1% +25.6%  
Alcohol 
related 
crime  

515 522 
 

550 +6.8% +5.4%  

Road 
Safety: 
Killed and 
seriously 
injured 

388 378 357 -8.0% -5.6% +1.6% 

 Figures taken from: “Crime and Community Safety Strategic Assessment for Cumbria 2016-
17) 

3.12 South Lakeland District Council's Quality of Life Survey 2017 was 
undertaken with residents from across South Lakeland from 2 June to 7 July 
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2017. In total, 1,376 responses were returned, giving an overall response 
rate of 33%. 
The key responses relating to crime and community safety were: 

• Most important factors in making somewhere a good place to live: 
Health services (57%), affordable decent housing (45%), Education 
provision (36%) and the level of crime (35% (down from 39% in 
2016). 

• Only 4% (down from 6%) of respondents felt that the level of crime 
needs improving. 

• Around half of respondents think that SLDC is working to make the 
area safer (48%). 

This highlights the overwhelming majority of South Lakeland residents 
feel the area is a safe place to live, and the message is getting through 
that South Lakeland District Council is helping to make this happen. 

3.13 Local concerns regarding crime and community safety were captured during 
Cumbria Constabulary’s annual public consultation survey in 2016. Of 1,426 
respondents, over half (53.2%; 759) cited speeding vehicles as one of their 
top five priorities. The other four priorities were homes being broken into, 
selected by 41.3% (589) of respondents, dangerous driving (36.5%; 520), 
drug dealing (36.3%; 518) and criminal damage (33.6%; 479). Speeding 
vehicles was the top priority for each of Cumbria’s districts. 

3.14 South Cumbria CSP allocates its funding to projects designed to prevent 
crime in priority areas. Outcomes are monitored, via crime statistics annually 
at the CSP. The following projects were commissioned in 2017/18:  

• Applied Theatre in Cumbria: SLDC, in conjunction with partners 
including the Arts Council/ Curious Minds, Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner (OPCC), Cumbria County Council, and Barrow 
Borough Council, raised £150,000 to commission the Brewery Arts 
Centre to write and perform plays in 10 schools in South Cumbria. 
These professional productions, with a national award winning 
playwright, will focus on community safety and health and wellbeing. 
This 2 year project has mental health as the topic for year 1 and 
complementing the performances will be workshops by specialist 
providers enabling students to explore issues raised.  

• Tackling rural crime: 2,000 “Avoiding Fraud” booklets and 1,500 
handbooks on fire safety, health and crime prevention have been 
distributed to homes and farms in South Cumbria, targeted especially 
at elderly or isolated residents. £500 was awarded to Neighbourhood 
Watch to provide cost effective property marking kits to farmers to: 
reduce the number of thefts of farming property/equipment, increase 
the numbers of farmers using Cumbria Community Messaging and 
improve confidence and partnership working arrangements between 
farmers and Police 

• Online fraud: Stay safe online: In conjunction with the OPCC office 
South Cumbria CSP has delivered 6 sessions on avoiding online crime   
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for the general public (97 attendees in Kendal and Barrow). This 3 year 
programme is being run in the South by SLDC Partnerships team. 

• A campaign to educate the public on cross County drug lines to 
empower them to report drug dealing activities and exploitation 
anonymously. This project will also receive community intelligence on 
those who are travelling from urban areas outside Cumbria to set up 
drug networks, raise awareness of the issue with professionals 
throughout South Lakeland, make the public and criminals aware in 
urban areas that proactive activities are taking place to detect and 
disrupt their activities, make vulnerable children and adults aware that 
they are being targeted by criminals and to give them or their friends an 
anonymous way of reporting. 

• Early intervention problem solving training was funded for Multi agency 
partners. This training will go towards the setting up of community 
safety hubs in Kendal and Barrow.   

• £4000 to Cumbria Alcohol and Drug Addiction Service (CADAS) to 
contribute to the reduction of alcohol related crime, CSE and 
hospital admissions in South Cumbria by:  

• Education workshops for young people and CPD sessions for 
professionals working with children and young people in generic and 
specific drug and alcohol topics as well as risk taking behaviour 

• Quarterly newsletters for schools that highlight the support 
professionals and families can access from CADAS as well as capacity 
building ideas (such as curriculum tools for schools) and our support 
for families of substance abusers 

• Access to our Supporting Teenagers At Risk (STARs) service 
for identified, vulnerable young people who require in-depth, longer 
term intervention to manage both their substance use and change their 
behaviours that may lead to substance use. 

 
3.15 In the 2018 the CSP is planning a conference on mental health provision and 

pathways for adults in South Cumbria. The aim is to highlight current 
practice for mental health interventions in the criminal justice system and the 
opportunities for extending and enhancing interventions for agencies. 

3.16   Other activities supported by South Cumbria CSP: 
• Safer Cumbria and South Cumbria CSP. The wider Safer Cumbria 

structure includes regular meetings between CSP chairs, the chairs of 
other Safer Cumbria crime theme task groups (domestic violence, 
alcohol, reoffending and sexual violence) and an officer from the PCC’s 
staff. This has proved beneficial to CSP chairs and coordinators 
allowing for an exchange of ideas, and providing opportunities for cross 
CSP and thematic working. 

 
• Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHR’s) have now been held in all 3 

CSP areas in Cumbria, and there is currently a DHR in the East CSP 
area. Community Safety Partnership Chairs have the responsibility to 
call a DHR panel and to report on findings to the Home Office. The 
report has to go through a quality assurance process before it is 
published. Cumbrian statutory partners have agreed to contribute £750 
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per annum to a fund supporting future DHR’s county wide. Safer 
Cumbria have produced DHR guidance showing clear responsibilities 
for the DHR process. 

 
3.17 Cumbria wide initiatives supported and funded by the CSP: 

 
 Domestic Violence Champions Network: 3 SLDC officers (Marie 

Smith, Nicola Dixon and Nicola Hartley) are DV champions and attend 
the South DV Network meetings. DV champions are trained, supported 
and resourced practitioners who are a central point of contact across 
the Council. 

 
 Business against Crime South Lakeland Partnership (BACSLP)  

The Business Against Crime South Lakes Partnership (BACSLP) is a 
non-statutory group of businesses and retailers who work together, 
under Barwatch and Shopwatch schemes, to keep town centres in 
South Lakeland safe. The barwatch co-ordinator identifies individuals 
who are involved in violent crime and anti-social behaviour linked to 
alcohol in licensed premises. Quarterly monitoring reports are provided 
to the CSP Alcohol Strategy Group on number of meetings held, 
number of warning letters, short term bans, indefinite bans and training 
offered to licensees  

 
 Prevent is a national programme to combat terrorism using the 4 P’s: 

pursue, prevent, protect and prepare. SLDC, are implementing a 
programme of Council wide training on Prevent awareness. Information 
and updates have also been provided at CSP meetings and work is 
continuing with key partners around this agenda. 

4.0 CONSULTATION 

4.1 Not applicable  
5.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

5.1 There are no alternative options suggested to members. This report provides 
information on a statutory body, but is not subject to a decision. 

6.0 LINKS TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

6.1 This report links to the Council Plan target: “We will work with partners to 
reduce the number of people affected by domestic violence, alcohol related 
crime, substance misuse, anti-social behaviour and serious and organised 
crime through our excellent Community Safety Partnership work” and 
“improving health and reducing health inequalities”. 

7.0 IMPLICATIONS 
7.1 Financial and Resources 

7.1.1 SLDC act as accountable body for the partnership and hold and administer all 
funding as directed by the CSP. The Police and Crime Commissioner 
allocated £20,000 to each CSP area (i.e. north, south and west) with effect 
from 2017/18. In addition, £15,000 is allocated to each CSP area towards the 
cost of managing the work of the CSP. He has also allocated £15,000 towards 
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the maintenance of Barwatch schemes across the county, with a direct benefit 
to Business Against Crime South Lakeland Partnership. 
   

 
AMOUNT 

(per 
annum to 

March 
2020) 

 
PURPOSE 

 
ORGANISATION 

£15,000 Contribution to costs of CSP co-
ordinator in administering the CSP 
and delivering on projects. 

SLDC 

£20,000  Funding for local projects that 
support the Police and Crime Plan 
and the local CSP action plan aimed 
at reducing crime and anti-social 
behaviour and supporting victims of 
crime and tackling emerging issues. 

Held by SLDC 

£15,000 Contribution to Barwatch schemes 
across Barrow and South Lakeland  

Business Against 
Crime South Lakeland 
Partnership (BACSLP) 

 
7.2 Human Resources 
7.2.1 SLDC provides the coordination of the CSP and administrative support. This is 

funded through the OPCC. No other specific SLDC issues have been identified.  
7.3 Legal 
7.3.1 This report relates to statutory responsibilities detailed in the Crime and 

Disorder Act 1998, the Police and Justice Act 2006 and the Policing and 
Crime Act 2009 (Section 108) 

7.3.2 There remains a statutory requirement for CSPs to produce a Strategic 
Assessment, currently undertaken by the Cumbria Intelligence Observatory 
and an annual Partnership Plan.   

7.4 Health, Social, Economic and Environmental 
7.4.1 A social, economic and environmental assessment has been carried out.  

Have you completed and Health, Social, 
Economic and Environmental Impact 
Assessment? 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

If yes, please confirm that it is attached 
to the report in the appendices. 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 
7.5 Equality and Diversity 

7.5.1 An equality and diversity assessment has not been carried out. This report 
does not relate to a proposal or require a decision. 
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Have you completed an Equality Impact 
Analysis? 

Yes ☐ No ☒ 

If yes, please confirm that it is attached 
to the report in the appendices. 

Yes ☐ No ☒ 

If you have not completed an Impact 
Assessment, please explain your 
reasons. 

See above 7.5.1 

7.6 Risk 

Risk Consequence Controls required 
There are no significant 
risks associated with 
updating this committee 
on the work of South 
Lakeland CSP 

Not applicable Not applicable 

 
CONTACT OFFICERS 

Report Author – Simon Blyth, Principal Partnership and Communities Officer, 
Partnerships and Organisational Development, 01539 793262, email: 
s.blyth@southlakeland.gov.uk  
 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE 

Name of Background 
document 

Where it is available  

South Lakeland and Barrow 
CSP Partnership Plan 2017-
18 

http://sharepoint/sites/policy/communities/Community%2
0Safety%20Partnership/Partnership%20Plans/CSP%20
Plan%202017-2018.pdf  

 
TRACKING INFORMATION 

Assistant 
Director 

Portfolio Holder Solicitor to the 
Council 

SMT Scrutiny 
Committee 

10/1/18 10/1/18 10/1/18 10/1/18 n/a 

Executive 
(Cabinet) 

Committee Council Section 151 
Officer 

Monitoring 
Officer 

n/a n/a n/a 10/1/18 10/1/18 

Human 
Resource 
Services 
Manager 

Leader 
 

Ward 
Councillor(s) 
 

  

10/1/18 10/1/18 n/a   
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